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'I his j30-square-fool building i& an element of the SAC Ale;t Area, 
a self contained, high security complex.    During tin.- Cold War. 
Building No. 2K94 was the Alert access control facility and was 
essential to maintaining the complex's overall security. This 
masonry reinforced gatehouse sheltered sceurus personnel from 
small-arms fire, while alkming seeurih personnel to closely 
serutmbe vehicles and personnel entering and exiting the complex. 

Building No. 28'M at Pl;ilhhurah Air Force Base lAfB) is being 
documented   in   accordance   vuih   HAF.R   standards   to   mitigate 
potential adverse effects of transferring deed of title lo the property 
from federal ownership. I he prepetty lomsfer is a result of the 
disposal and reuse of Platrsburgh AHl, pursuant lo ihc Dctense 
Base Closure and Realignment Act of 1993. The mitigation is a 
stipulation of a Programmatic Agreement (PA) among the U.S. Air 
Foice. the Hew York State Historic Preservation Officer, and the 
Advisory Council on 1 Historic Preservation (October 2(KH)). 
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Summary^ 
Building Wo. 2894) 

Lay©uf 

Built in 1959, Building KTo, 2894, the Security Police Entry Control Building, is a small, one-story. 
rectangular-in-plan building constructed of reinforced concrete blocks on a concrete foundation. The 130 
square foot building has a Hat roof with wide overhangs, and is painted beige. The south facade has a 
metal personnel door; to the right of the door is a small gun port and window with bullet-resistant glass. 
The east facade has a small window. Directly in front of the window is a fenced, personnel entry gate with 
a turnstile and two remotely operated vehicle gales topped with barbed wire. The design of the vehicle 
gates ensures that when the outer gate is open, the inner gate remains closed—both of these gales 
incorporate positive locking devices. The entire gate area is enclosed with a chain-link fence topped with 
barbed wire. The fencing immediately adjacent to Building No. 2894 still retains warning and procedural 
signs for the SAC Alert Area. 

Within the building, space is provided to accommodate the entry controller, racks for restricted area 
badges, a radio console and associated lighting, and the gate control panels. 

Alterations/ Ail d i ti o n s 

Building No, 2X94 has had no known major alterations; however, the personnel entry gate area was 
partially covered with a cross gable roof in 19X0. 

Function 

Building No. 2894 was designed and used to restrict ingress and egress from the SAC Alert Area for 
purposes of national security. As such, during the height of the Cold War, all personnel requesting 
entrance to the area were first screened at this location in order to maintain the integrity of The base's 
mission. 

Significance 

On March 21, 1946, SAC was organized as one of the three new major commands in a reorganized 
Army Air Force. SAC was considered the "big stick" of U.S. National military strength, and was given 
the responsibility of delivering atomic weapons. Thus, the newly established Air Force (established in 
1947) embarked upon an expansive Cold War building program to make SAC operable. Air Force bases 
designated specifically for SAC were identified (or newly constructed) and became the critical 
instrument in SAC's mission of posing a significant deterrent to enemy aggression. Accordingly, 
because SAC was vital to the United States' national security, security police entry control buildings, 
such as Building No. 2894, were constructed at each SAC facility. 
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